
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FORMER CORRECTIONS OFFICER ARRESTED ON CONTRABAND CHARGES

CLEVELAND, Tn. (March 9, 2021) — Following a rigorous investigation by the BCSO Criminal Investigations Division, three
confirmed suspects are facing charges for introducing contraband into the Bradley County Jail; suspects include David Branson, a
former corrections officer of the facility.

In August of 2020, investigators with the BCSO Drug Unit were made aware an inmate and civilian who were conspiring to smuggle
items into the jail. As the investigation unfolded, Branson was observed on security footage retrieving and delivering contraband into
the jail, providing it to inmates.

Three days later, following an interview with investigators, Branson was immediately terminated and released in order for further
investigation to occur.

Evidence from the investigation was presented to the Bradley County Grand Jury on March 3, 2021. Based on their findings, David
Branson has been charged with Official Misconduct, Contraband into a Penal Facility and Conspiracy to Introduce Contraband into a
Penal Facility. Jesus Tyler Teague has been charged with Contraband in a Penal Facility and Conspiracy to Introduce Contraband in a
Penal Facility. Hailey Strickland has been charged with Jesus Tyler Teague has been charged with Contraband in a Penal Facility and
Conspiracy to Introduce Contraband in a Penal Facility.

“I would first like to congratulate our detectives for their quick response to this case and their excellent work in gathering the
evidence that has ultimately lead to the incarceration of these individuals,” says Sheriff Steve Lawson. “The security of our jail is
extremely important and we will prosecute anyone who ever attempts to bring contraband in, no matter who they are.”

As of approximately 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 9 of 2021, all three suspects were detained and booked into the Bradley County
Jail.

David Branson Jesus Tyler Teague Hailey Marie Strickland
DOB: 03-03-49 DOB: 11-25-02 DOB: 03-01-00

###

About BCSO

The Bradley County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) is a law enforcement agency serving all residents of Bradley County, Tennessee. The
elected sheriff is Steve Lawson, who has held the post since September 2018. The current chief deputy is Brian Smith. BCSO is
located at 2290 Blythe Avenue SE, Cleveland, TN 37311 and can be reached at 423-728-7300 for non-emergency calls.
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