
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Lock your vehicles at night and secure your firearms safely indoors

CLEVELAND, Tn. (October 13, 2020) — Detectives with the Bradley County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Division
issue the following statement to the residents of our county to prevent further auto burglaries and other ensuing crimes.

Over the last few years, there have been multiple auto burglary reports filed with the Bradley County Sheriff’s Office with suspects
identified as Chattanooga area residents. In a majority of these cases, suspects are burglarizing several vehicles in one night, all of
which were left unlocked.

Auto burglary suspects often take firearms out of unlocked vehicles and steal cars with the keys left inside of them. Most of the stolen
cars have been recovered in the Chattanooga area.

It has come to our attention that at least one suspect from a recent rash of auto burglaries was arrested in Chattanooga for homicide
involving a firearm. Three other suspects from the Chattanooga area were recently arrested in Bradley County when they were caught
walking in the area where auto burglaries had been previously reported; all three of whom were armed with handguns. Other auto
burglary suspects have also been involved in homicide and firearm related charges in Hamilton County.

In light of these incidents, we strongly urge Bradley County residents to lock their vehicles and to not leave firearms inside of them
overnight. We also encourage you to contact law enforcement if you see suspicious activity in your neighborhoods. Do not attempt to
confront prowlers or possible burglary suspects on your own.

###

About BCSO

The Bradley County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) is a law enforcement agency serving all residents of Bradley County, Tennessee. The
elected sheriff is Steve Lawson, who has held the post since September 2018. The current chief deputy is Brian Smith. BCSO is
located at 2290 Blythe Avenue SE, Cleveland, TN 37311 and can be reached at 423-728-7300 for non-emergency calls.
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